
Case Study:  Saints Cyril & Methodius Catholic Church
 Shiner, Texas
Loss Event: Hurricane Harvey
Damage:  Storm and Structural Damage

THE PROBLEM
When Hurricane Harvey slammed into the Texas coastline, the historic Saints Cyril 
& Methodius Catholic Church in the small community of Shiner, TX, received 
significant damage to the church structure, nuns’ quarters and Shiner Catholic 
School. Originally built in 1892 and listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places, the church and school provides important spiritual and educational growth 
to more than 900 families in the parish family.

THE SOLUTION
Through a relationship with Catholic Mutual Group, the church’s coverage provider, 
BELFOR Property Restoration was called in to complete the reconstruction and 
restoration efforts:
 •  The church received damage to the steeple roof and cross as well as the  
      interior of the facility. From the ground to the top of the steeple, it is 149  
      feet high. It took eight weeks to install the scaffolding. The steeple roof had  
      asbestos roofing materials removed and replaced with a new copper roof,  
      gutters and downspouts.
 •  The roof on the nuns’ quarters was also damaged.
 •  The school received damage to the roof, multiple classrooms and hardwood  
      flooring. The gym also had window damage.

As the result of the storm-related repairs, the church and Catholic Mutual decided 
to retain the services of BELFOR to complete exterior restoration of the church. 
This restoration includes:
 •  Installing new brick where compromised and resurfacing brick;
 •  New caulking for all doors and windows;
 •  Grinding and installing new mortar joints (50 to 75% of the facility);
 •  Grind, clean, and repaint all cast stone on the church;
 •  All windows will receive new plexiglass covers;
 •  Metal louvers will be sandblasted and painted; and,
 •  Exterior of church will be power washed and sealed.

THE CHALLENGES
 •  Protecting and restoring the historical integrity and architectural significance
      of the property.
 • Safety -- working in triple-digit Texas summer heat atop a huge amount 
      of scaffolding made this project extremely dangerous.

24/7 Emergency Number
800-856-3333

Commercial Services

Residential Services
Smoke  and Soot Removal | Water Extraction | Structural Dehumidification 
Structural Cleaning & Decontamination | Mold Remediation | Environmental Services
Contents Restoration | Document and Media Recovery | Electronics Restoration  
Reconstruction Services 

Fire Restoration | Water Extraction | Structural Cleaning & Decontamination | Dehumidification
Mold Remediation | Corrosion Control | Smoke and Soot Removal | Structural Shrink Wrap 
Contents Restoration | Document and Media Recovery | Electronics Restoration
Equipment and Machinery Repair & Rebuild | Environmental Services
Semiconductor Services | Total Reconstruction Services |  Consulting Services 

Corporate Headquarters:
185 Oakland Ave., Suite 150
Birmingham, MI  48009-3433
Toll Free: 888.421.4111
Direct : 248.594.1144  
www.belfor.com

LES BAKER
Carpentry Instructor

Ellet High School
Akron Public Schools

“This is our parish and its beauty and its history 
is also ours. There hasn’t been this level of work 
done at the Church and School for 40 years. We 
must  maintain the legacy of our Parish and 
school.”

Father Bryan Heyer


